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Ways of Nature in Art

Between Photography and Ink Painting
Works by Andreas Walther and Jiang Sanshi
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13:00 ~ 14:30 Artist Talk (Cultural Arts Hall)
15:00 ~ 17:00 Symposion (Lugang Zhenshi Guan)
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A dialogue between ink painting and photography is at first glance surprising. because there are two
artistic media, whose age and location of formation are far apart: ink painting is very old and often
considered as elitist and unworldly, even as hopelessly outdated; photography, in contrast, is an
outstanding product of modernity, more popular today and closer to every day life than ever; ink painting
is a well known feature of East Asian culture, while photography has been part of a technological revolu-
tion that started in Europe only to expand its sphere influence to every corner of the world. The artistic
works of Jiang Sanshi and Andreas Walther show, however, that this simple opposition is a false one.
Their joint presentation may open up transcultural resonances between old and new, East and West,
which are very fascinating, but also challenging. Meeting point is the influence of the "Daoist" relation to
nature — inner or outer nature — that both artists cultivate and articulate in their own. The dialectic of
movement and silence, which pervades both ink painting and photography as well as their relationship to
one another thus equally invites to contemplative concentration and to controversial discussion.

(Text by Fabian Heubel)
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